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President's Message

Happy Birthday to the Red Book

This year is the 20th anniversary of the “Red Book,” otherwise knowRisksAssessment in the
Federal Government: Managing the Proces$his transformative product was funded by the U.S.

Food and Drug Administration under Public Law 96-528. National Academy of Sciences President
Frank Press noted that Congress specifically asked for a study to strengthen the reliability and objec-
tivity of scientific assessment that forms the basis for federal regulatory policies applicable to carcino-
gens and other public health hazards. The Committee, formed by the Commission of Life Sciences of
the National Research Council, was chaired by the late Dr. Reuel A. Stallones, Dean of the University
of Texas School of Public Health. Of note are the number of Committee members who have had long
and productive careers in the area of risk analysis (see list on next page). The Committee labored under
the title of the Committee on Institutional Means for Assessment of Risks to Public Health.

Part of the role of this committee was simply to codify the language. Before the Red Book, attempts to clearly think through
risk assessment issues were greatly hindered by the lack of agreed definitions of such basic terms as hazard and risk—to
some, risk was the intrinsic property of a chemical that was only hazardous when there was exposure. The Committee would
have been successful had it done nothing more than clarify definitions and conceptualize the fundamentals of risk assess-
ment and risk management. But its contributions went far beyond definitions and concepts.

The enormous impact of the Red Book in part reflected the times. In early 1981, newly inaugurated President Ronald Reagan
had named Ann Gorsuch to be head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Committee began its work in
October 1981 when there was a growing perception that EPA's science was being systematically distorted to achieve precon-
ceived political goals. By the time it released its report in March 1983, a major political change was under way that resulted
in the ouster of Administrator Gorsuch and the return of William Ruckelshaus, EPA's first Administrator. In this setting it was
crucial for Administrator Ruckelshaus that EPA's decisions be seen as firmly based in science that was unrelated to external
influences. The concept that risk assessment could be performed independently of risk management was avidly grasped,
although not without some second thoughts.

As the new Assistant Administrator for Research and Development under Bill Ruckelshaus, | can attest that the Red Book
had an enormous impact on EPA's approach to managing and communicating about risk. It is not surprising that EPA's
Office of Research and Development was poised to respond as some of the basic conceptual work came from EPA's Carcino-
gen Assessment Group under the leadership of Roy Albert and Betty Anderson. Rereading the Red Book 20 years later
reveals that its concepts are still fresh and its ideas are still useful. The Committee’s emphasis on developing risk-assessmen
guidelines, as well as a written description of the basis for each risk assessment and the attendant key uncertainties, remain
excellent advice for today. In some areas, such as risk characterization, much more work has been done. Many of the ideas
in the Red Book were built upon by the Presidential/Congressional Commission on Risk Assessment and Risk Management,
whose Chairperson, Gilbert Omenn, had been an active Red Book Committee member.

Rereading the Red Book also is a good reminder of the breadth of its charge and of its impact. The Committee was funded
through the Food and Drug Administration, which had historically taken the lead in concepts concerning the safety assess-
ment of chemicals and which today remains highly active in building upon the Red Book in areas as diverse as medical

devices and nutriceuticals. As indicated by the choice of its chair, and by the name of the committee, its mandate extended to
all public health risks, not just chemicals and not just cancer.

Perhaps no better evidence of the impact of the Red Book is that the National Academy of Sciences actually had a 20-year-
anniversary party for its release. It was sponsored by the Board of Environmental Sciences and Toxicology (BEST) which
itself owes its existence to a Red Book recommendation. The Society for Risk Analysis is a few years older than the Red
Book, but in many ways our society owes our strength to the impact of this milestone National Research Council report. We
salute those whose thoughtful and creative approach to the analysis of public

healt
and environmental risks have made such a major difference. % 2
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Committee on the Institutional Means for Assessment of Risks to Public Health

Chairman Reuel A. Stallones, School of Public Health, University of Texas, Houston, Texas

Morton Corn, Department of Environmental Health Sciences, Johns Hopkins University
School of Hygiene and Public Health, Baltimore, Maryland

Kenny S. Crump, Science Research Systems, Inc., Ruston, Louisiana
J. Clarence Davies, Conservation Foundation, Washington, D.C.
Vincent P. Dole, Rockefeller University, New York, New York
Ted R.I. Greenwood, Department of Political Science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Richard A. Merrill, University of Virginia School of Law, Charlottesville, Virginia
Franklin E. Mirer, Department of Health and Safety, International Union, UAW, Detroit, Michigan
D. Warner North, Decision Focus, Inc., Los Altos, California

Gilbert S. Omenn, Department of Environmental Health, University of Washington
School of Public Health and Community Medicine, Seattle, Washington

Joseph V. Rodricks, ENVIRON Corporation, Washington, D.C.
Paul Slovic, Decision Research, A Branch of Perceptronics, Inc., Eugene, Oregon
H.M.D. Utidjian, American Cyanamid Company, Wayne, New Jersey

Elizabeth Weisburger, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland

Staff

Lawrence E. McCray, Project Director
Catherine L. St. Hilaire, Staff Officer
William M. Stigliani, Staff Officer
Renee M. St. Pierre, Administrative Secretary

Norman Grossblatt, Editor

The Society for Risk Analysis (SRA) is an interdisciplinary professional society devoted to risk
assessment, risk management, and risk communication.
SRA was founded in 1981 by a group of individuals representing many different disciplines who
recognized the need for an interdisciplinary society, with international scope, to address emerging
SRA issues in risk analysis, management, and policy. Through its meetings and publications, it fosters a
dialogue on health, ecological, and engineering risks and natural hazards, and their socioeconomic
dimensions. SRA is committed to research and education in risk-related fields and to the recruitment of
students into those fields. It is governed by bylaws and is directed by a 15-member elected Council.

The Society has helped develop the field of risk analysis and has improved its credibility and viability as well.

Members of SRA include professionals from a wide range of institutions, including federal, state, and local governments,
small and large industries, private and public academic institutions, not-for-profit organizations, law firms, and consulting
groups. Those professionals include statisticians, engineers, safety officers, policy analysts, economists, lawyers,-environmen
tal and occupational health scientists, natural and physical scientists, environmental scientists, public administratdef, and s
behavioral, and decision scientists.

SRA Disclaimer: Statements and opinions expressed in publications of the Society for Risk Analysis or in presentations given
during its regular meetings are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Jisiety for
Analysis, the editors, or the organizations with which the authors are affiliated. The editors, publisher, and Societgrgisclaim
responsibility or liability for such material and do not guarantee, warrant, or endorse any product or service mentioned.
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Bridging Risk Divides
Society for Risk Analysis 23rd Annual Meeting
7-10 December 2003, Baltimore, Maryland

Make plans to attend “Bridging Risk Divides’—the Society for Risk Analysis 2003 Annual Meeting in Baltimore, Mary-
land, 7-10 December. The days will be packed with events of interest to SRA members, including some new features and a
special schedule on Wednesday afternoon, bringing the meeting to a close with interesting and exciting sessions.

Building Bridges New for 2003

The theme of bridging risk divides highlights links among Late Breaker
aspects of risk analysis (for example, risk assessment, risk late-breaker session will be held during the 2003 An-
management, and risk communication), risk sectors (anaal Meeting for presentation and discussion of a current
demia, business, government, and nonprofit), risk disciplirtepic of great interest. This “ripped from the headlines” sym-
(for example, toxicology, exposure assessment, epidembsium will be on a subject so hot that it couldn’t be planned
ogy, engineering, economics, law, psychology), and “havdsft in the months before the meeting. The topic will be
and “have-nots” (for example, developing and develop&down when the most important risk news of the fall is
world, different demographic groups), according to SRinown.
President-elect Caron Chess, who is chair of the 2003 An- . .

Flex-Time Symposia

nual Meeting Program Committee. | for flexibility i hedull hai
“The feedback on this theme has been positive from Sﬁfp response to requests for fiexibility in scheduling, chairs

cialty group chairs and other members who realize that feYMPOsia will have the discretion to hold their 1 %2-hour
annual meeting is an opportunity to bring our diverse ﬁﬁSSlons in formats of other than 20-minute presentations.

pertise, experiences, and values together to grapple wiflf progir%m will merely list names of speakers with no
complex risk topics.” Chess said. “I would like the annug/hes noted.

meeting to challenge us to discuss our different perspec- Posters Promoted

tives a bit more deeply than we can routinely in our profes-The enthusiastic response to the call for papers means
sional lives. Even if we can't bridge some of these dividegat there are increasing numbers of high-quality submis-
maybe we can assess them—and the risks of bridgiigns. Poster sessions will be highlighted to accommodate
them—more fully.” the numbers of abstracts and to increase the interchange
“Along with many members of SRA,” Chess added, ‘dmong members.

want to increase diversity of our membership to includeBecause about 40% of the submissions are in poster ses-
more students, international members, and members ofgigns, many members will be trying out this format for the
called minorities, who have been underrepresented. Tjist time. The importance of the poster sessions is obvious
theme reminds us of the need to reach out.” when you see that some of the most senior members of the
society will be presenting as part of poster sessions.

Plenary Sessions

Plenary sessions will be held Monday, Tuesday, and Don’t Miss Wednesday Afternoon
Wednesday. Dr. Paul Gilman, Assistant Administrator for Lottery

Research and Development at the Environmental Protectionhose who sign in and out of the Wednesday afternoon ses-
Agency (EPA), will kick off the Monday plenary with a keysijons (which are scheduled until 5 p.m.) will be entered into a
note presentation about EPA's approach to bridging risk gittery pool. The lucky winners will get either reimbursement

vides. Tuesday's plenary, on the topic of building interng their registration fee or a credit towards next year.
tional bridges, will follow up on the World Congress that

was held 22-25 June in Brussels and deal with the role of risk Hot Sessions

analysis in developing countries. “Building Bridges to the Among the sessions to be highlighted Wednesday after-
Future: Lessons Learned from Anthrax, 2001” is the topic @hon will be:

Wednesday’s plenary. The panel for this plenary includes

Monica Schoch-Spana, Johns Hopkins University Center IORISk Perception of Controversial Technologies

Civilian Biodefense Strategies, who will speak on social sci- . L .
ence; lvan Walks, former %hief Health O?ficer of Washinj— Precautionary Regulation in America and Europe
ton, D.C., who will speak on dealing with diverse popula- Expert Judgment in Characterizing Uncertainties
tions; Thomas Day, United States Postal Service Vice PresScenario Simulation Strategies

dent of Engineering, who will speak on postal service pIaQSNeW Methods in Risk Assessment

and a speaker from Mitretech who developed methodolog)é . .
for USPS planning. + Evaluating Risk Tradeoffs
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Professional Development

) on Baltimore: More than Crab Cakes
The .annual meeting will include SOmMe new aspects for PrOBaltimore is famous for its great seafood and the crab cakes
fessional development. There will be a means for empl

X , " e known internationally. You can also find live sea animals
ers to meet with prospective employees. In addition to RQtiheir reconstructed habitats at the world-class National

topics in exposure, dose response, and risk education, $@jzarium just a short walk from the meeting hotel on
eral roundtables on Wednesday will help our members sBsitimore’s Inner Harbor.

on top: Robert O’Connor, National Science Foundation, will
host a roundtable on how to write winning grant proposals;
Ann Fisher, Penn State, will take a lead on how to develop

interdisciplinary collaboration; and Joe Rodricks, Baltimore’s
ENVIRON, will discuss how to get into consulting. National
Aquarium

Workshops

The tentative schedule for workshops to be held Sunday,
7 December, includes the following:

If you'd like to get a jump on your Christmas shopping, the
* Application of Spatial Techniques in Ecological RisRenaissance Harborplace Hotel is adjacent to the five-story
Assessment Gallery Shops at Harborplace, where you can pick up gifts for

(full day, Bruce Hope, hope.bruce@deq.state.or.us)  just about anyone on your list. Also within walking distance is
the Maryland Science Center with three floors of hands-on in-

* Methods and Guidance for Health Risk Assessmenttg active exhibits, a five-story-high IMAX Theater, the Davis
Chemical Mixtures _ Planetarium, and national touring exhibits.
(half day, Linda Teuschler, teuschler.linda@epa.gov) Highlights of the many other attractions in the Baltimore

* Beyond Point Estimates: Risk Assessment Using Inter@¢a include: _ _ .
and Possibilistic Arithmetic * Port Discovery, the third largest children’s museum in the

i i nation, with 80,000 square feet of interactive exhibit space
(half day, Arlin Cooper, acooper@sandla.gov) _» The Baltimore Zoo, the third oldest zoo in the country, home
* What Monte Carlo Cannot Do: Introduction to Imprecisg more than 2,000 exotic animals on 160 acres featuring a
Probabilities chimpanzee exhibit, camels rides, and a new warthog exhibit
(half day, Scott Ferson, scott@ramas.com) « Baltimore’s restaurants featuring the flavors of many coun-

* Risk Communication: Application and Case Studies [f{€S: Japanese, ltalian, Ethiopian, Korean, Thai, French, Viet-
Military and Emergency Settings namese, Indian, Mexican, and Afghan

. . ) . » Baltimore’s historic neighborhood markets, includin
(full day, Igor Linkov, ILinkov@icfconsulting.com) Lexington Market, the Cr%ss Street Market, and Broa?j-

i way Market
Thank you to the following people who have . The National Historic Seaport of Baltimore, where you can
helped organize the 2003 Annual Meeting  explore the decks of historic ships and the cobbled streets of
. s historic waterfront communities
Chair for travel awards: Kimberly Thompson « The Great Blacks in Wax Museum, which showcases wax
Chair for best paper awards: Keith Florig replicas of famous and little-known African Americans from

2003 Annual Meeting Program Committee  times of slavery to the present day

Caron Chess, chair

Stanley Levinson, cochair, scheduling

Paul Locke, cochair, symposia

Rick Belzer Ron Brown
Gail Charnley Annie Jarabek
Bob Fares Scott Farrow
John Kellers Igor Linkov

Yvette Lowney

Zubair Saleem Henry Willis

Host Committee
William Farland David Kent

Dominic J. Mancini Katherine McComas
Robert E. O’Connor

Kara M. Morgan
Mary Ann Simmons

Cynthia Mann
Katherine McComas  Cristina McLaughlin
Ali Mosleh Robert O’Connor

» The Baltimore Civil War Museum located in a building that
was a documented stop along the Underground Railroad
» Unique museums, including the National Museum of Den-
tistry where you can see George Washington’s actual choppers
in the city where the first dental school in the United States
was founded and the B & O Railroad Museum, located at the
site of the first American railroad terminal
« Historic homes including Evergreen House, which represents
the collections of two generations of Baltimore’'s prominent
Garrett family; the H.L. Mencken House, a 19th-century row
house overlooking Union Square, which was for more than 68
years the home of Henry Louis Mencken, “The Sage of Balti-
more”; and the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House, the 1793
home of Mary Pickersgill, who hand-sewed the 15-stars-and-
stripes flag that inspired Francis Scott Key to write the poem
that would become the United States’ national anthem.

For more information on what to see and do while in Balti-
more go to the Web site of the Baltimore Area Convention and
Visitors Association (www.baltimore.org).
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Announcing . . .

History of the Society for Risk Analysis Through the Year 2000

Historians and authors Paul Deisler and Dick Schwing are happy to report that they have completed draft-
ing the history of the Society for Risk Analysis (SRA), including all tables, figures, and other pertinent
items. As of the end of April they had forwarded the draft to Mary Walchuk, Managing Editor of the RISK
newsletterfor professional editing to assure uniform style and quality. The Historians express their gratitude
to the SRA Council for authorizing the editing last December. The document is now completed and has been
sent to the SRA.

The history, titlecHistory of the Society for Risk Analysis Through the Year,2@8@rs the formation of
bothRisk Analysis: An International Journahd the SRA, the atmosphere of the times during the period| of
formation and what inspired the formation; the sometimes-difficult start-up years (the first four presiden-
cies); and the longer period through the year 2000, the final year of the last century and of the second
millennium. This third, longer period is divided into sections by topic (for example, chapters, specialty
groups, SRA outside of North America, membership, policy development, etc. . . .) rather than by|time
periods since most topics extend over many years. The history also recounts the story of the ways in which
the Society has communicated with its members and others (the Journal, theeRIS#&tter the annual
meetings, the workshops, and the Web) throughout its history. At the request of the SRA Council in Decem-
ber 2000, scientific and organizational developments in risk analysis over the third, long period are summa-
rized. The history, where applicable, ties these developments into the development of the Society.

The task of writing the history requested of the authors by the SRA Council in December 1999 has proven
to be far more of a consumer of personal time than anyone imagined at the start. The frustrations involved in
the delays and difficulties of acquiring the basic materials needed for study, collation, and writing were
many. There was also much pleasure in reviewing an era familiar to both authors. The authors are grateful to
all who provided information essential to the writing of the history.

SRA Committees

Chapters and Sections Committee

Jonathan Wiener, Chair . ..
New Task Force on Internationalizing the SRA

Speakers Bureau and Formation The SRA has established a new President’'s Task Force
Materials Now Online on International Organization and Outreach. The Task Force,
The SRA Speakers Bureau should now be available onliwechaired by Chapters and Sections Committee Chair
at the SRA Web site. Chapters are invited to check the Spelrathan Wiener and Membership Committee Chair Lorenz
ers Bureau Web page to identify speakers they would likeRbomberg, will report to the SRA President and Council in
invite with travel-funding support from the SRA. Current andecember 2003 on options for improving the SRA's global
former SRA Officers and Councilors are asked to check tp@wth and organization, including how best to structure
Speakers Bureau Web page to be sure they are listed antkw branches of the SRA in parts of the world outside its
not, to fill out the speaker’s form and submit it. current activities in North America, Europe, and Japan, and
Expanded materials to assist the formation of new Chaptieosv best to involve members worldwide.
and Sections are also now available on the SRA Web site. Other members of the Task Force include Councilor Ann
World Congress Luncheon Bostrom, former SRA President and World Congress Cochair
The Chapters and Sections Committee helped sponsorRbbin Cantor, Secretary Michael Dourson, Treasurer Leslie
special luncheon at the World Congress on Risk in Brusseldushka, and Councilor Steve Lewis. The Task Force is eager
Tuesday, 24 June. The luncheon, chaired by SRA Presideriiave broad input. SRA members interested in communicat-
Bernard Goldstein, convened risk analysts from around thg their comments and suggestions (or those interested in be-
world, including speakers from Brazil, Egypt, India, Malaycoming members or forming new SRA branches) are invited
sia, Russia, the Ukraine, and the United States, to discusstigeencouraged to email the cochairs at wiener@law.duke.edu
needs and opportunities to support risk analysis worldwideand LRhomber@GradientCorp.com.
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The First World Congress on Risk

The First World Congress on Risk was an unmitigat
success! Held 22-25 June in Brussels, the World Congr
expanded the reach of the risk professions and provide
foundation for future congresses.

Cochairs Robin Cantor (LECG, LLC) and Ra
Zimmerman (New York University, Wagner Graduat
School), the SRA Secretariat, and a program committ
with members from all over the world managed a diver j < 4
set of activities for the World Congress during four bea 1 - '
tiful days in Brussels. More than 400 people from 40 cout T y
tries (about a quarter of which were developing countrie! l ""'--I'"/\ e
participated in three full meeting days that included threl! & _..J.{ | “
plenary sessions, 12 breakout sessions, 2 formal luncheons
with distinguished government officials from the UnitedR0ger Kasperson, Nick Pidgeon, and Paul Slovic at
States and Europe Union, more than 50 mini-symposi%‘ee First World Congress on Risk with a copy of their

w edited book,The Social Amplification of Risk
and more than 50 posters. (Cambridge University Press, June 2003). Publication

More information on the World Congress program isf the book coincided with a symposium at the World
available on the SRA Web site (www.sra.org) and we wilfongress on the policy implications of the social am-
continue to add to the site in the next few months. LooR cation of risk framework. Eleven papers were pre-

. . Sented in a very well-attended symposium by authors
for a detailed report on the World Congress with photos i sresenting United States, Great Britain, France,

the next RISKnewsletter Germany, Sweden, the Netherlands, and India.
Member News
SRA
Cindy A. Yablonski cal management issues, including substantial experience

Cindy A. Yablonski has departed the International Bottlggth the U.S. and European High Production Volume
Water Association. She has been appointed to be the Ekemical programs.
ecutive Officer of the Protein Society, which is part of the kent also serves on the Executive Board of the National
Federation of American Societies for Experimental BioEapital Area Chapter of SRA and has been instrumental in

ogy (FASEB). FASEB is comprised of 22 societies Witlhe chapter's recent resurgence. His new email address is
more than 60,000 members, making it the largest coalitipRent@ComplianceServices.com.

of biomedical research associations in the United States.

Cindy’'s new email address is cyablonski@proteinsociety.org. Roger E. Kasperson
. SRA Past President Roger Kasperson was elected to the
David J. Kent National Academy of Sciences at its T4@nual meeting

David J. Kent has left The Weinberg Group to becomgis spring. Kasperson is the executive director of Stockholm
Manager of the Washington, D.C., office of Compliangenvironment Institute in Sweden.

Services International (CSI).
Established in 1988, CSI has five offices in the United Garrick Louis
States and Europe and delivers economically sensible ar@arrick Louis was featured in the March 2002 issue of
scientifically sound results by focusing on client objectiveBrogressive Engineean online magazine covering all dis-
CSI provides innovative approaches to solving regulatariplines of engineering. Louis is a systems and information
and environmental challenges—combining traditional s@ngineering professor at the University of Virginia who stud-
ences with developing technologies to better characterigs the use of environmental policy to promote sustainable
product, environmental, and risk management concerregional economic development. To read the profile writ-
More information can be found on CSI's Web site atn by Tom Gibson, go to tHerogressive Engineeieb
www.complianceservices.com. site (www.ProgressiveEngineer.com), click on Back Issues,
Kent brings to CSI his expertise in pesticide and cheraird find the March 2002 issue.
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SRR Specialty Groups
Risk Communication Specialty Group * Two proposals may be accepted from the same person,
Robert E. O’Connor, Chair but the second one must be clearly superior to other pro-

posals for the panel.
At the end of the long day when the 2003 Annual Me&l-poster sessions should not becorreository for in-

ing Program Committee determined the fate of hundreds@fior papers. For the reasons listed above, as well as the
proposals, someone suggested that members of the Rigkarence by some applicants to present a poster rather

Communication Specialty Group (RCSG) would like than 5 panel presentation, the poster sessions in Baltimore
know more about the process and that the Ri8Ksletter ;) report much outstanding work.

would be a useful place for the tale. Qraeatis that, as | summary, Henry, Katherine, and | did not rank pro-

each member of the committee may place somewhat difiggsa|s and then use that ranking to select papers for panels.
ent values on different characteristics of proposals, whahiead, we tried to arrange your proposals into a stimulat-
write is accurate for my judgments, but may not be shafgg mix of panels and poster sessions. One thing | learned

entirely by other participants in the selection procesgym the process is that there is no shortage of exciting ideas
Katherine McComas, Henry Willis, and | represented RCS{a good work being done by our members.

at the meeting. Please direct any comments on how the RCSG can do a

Prior to the meeting, the Secretariat sent email copieg,gtier job in selecting panels (or on any other topic) to me
proposals that designated “risk communication.” Katheri foconnor@nsf.gov) or Vice-Chair Joseph Arvai
made an initial sort of the proposals into categories. At vai.7@osu.edu).

meeting, after an inter-specialty group exchange of proposcome to the business meeting. Not boring.
als that seemed more appropriate elsewhere, the three of us

caucused. ;

Regarding symposium proposals, we followed the rujehn Li chn?:iriiigtonse Specialty Group
of the program chair to reject proposals that did not include ™ " ’
abstracts of individual presentations. Then, we chose thosBvo well-attended quarterly tele-seminars have been spon-
symposium proposals that seemed the most coherent, amed by the Dose Response Specialty Group (DRSG) since
sistent with the meeting’s theme, substantively importattie national meeting in December. Dr. Julian Preston, Chief
and likely to be of interest to SRA meeting attendees. of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Environmen-

Regarding proposals for panel papers, the primary detat-Carcinogenesis Division in the National Health and Envi-
minant of the number of panels is the number of proposatsnmental Effects Laboratory, spoke to the membership in
Yet, we still had more proposals than available slots on paarch on “Bystanders, Adaptive Responses and Genomic
els. In determining which proposals to accept as panel pestability Effects,” describing how these phenomena, already
pers, we used a number of heuristics: well established as modifiers of low-dose cancer responses
* Panels should include no more than four papers becausthe field of radiation biology, may also have a basis in
panelists need adequate time to present, and discussion, dwtmical toxicity. In June Dr. William Waddell, Professor
among panelists and with the audience, is the reason for li&aweritus at the University of Louisville, delivered to the group
ing a panel rather than just making papers available to be regatesentation titled “Dose-Response Curves in Chemical Car-
* Panel coherence is important, so impressive proposals roiapgenesis.” Waddell’s presentation of dose-response rela-
be rejected for a panel presentation because they do ndiditships in the context of chemical potential, that is, express-
in well. ing dose as the log of the number of molecules, versus linear
* Panels should include papers that employ different metbsponse (with background incidence subtracted out), appears
ods to address the topic under consideration, if possibléo show a “threshold.” This presentation evoked extensive
* Some work (for example, because of its visual natut@)d animated comment from the membership because col-
may be particularly appropriate for poster rather than patetively the group was not convinced it provided “evidence”
presentations, and other work benefits from an oral mediurha threshold. Most of our readership is aware of the com-

* Proposals from scholars with a history of wonderful prelexity of biological systems and the limited ability of can-
sentations (many of you can identify some names) shouoét bioassay data to provide information on the nature of the
be accepted if possible. dose-response curve below the ranges tested; these are prob-
* Proposals for papers that report completed work sholgdhs that the dose-response community will continue to deal
receive preference over research designs whose data wmitty in the years ahead. Developing our own informed con-
not be available by December. clusions about the value of Waddell's replotting of dose-re-

* Proposals for case studies that report “lessons learngpbnse data is one of the challenges for the dose-response
are an appropriate way to share information, that is, tb@mmunity to take up.

criteria for participation on a panel are not the same as foDRSG meets monthly by conference call on the first Tues-
publication inRisk Analysis. day from 3:30 until 4:30. We welcome those interested in
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the area. The call-in number is 202-275-0166—conference Food/Water Safety Risk Specialty Group
code is 0577#. Our next tele-seminar is scheduled fotgstina McLaughlin, Chair
September. Greg Paoli, Vice-Chair
This year, the DRSG continued its program to recogni2eg Coleman, Secretary
outstanding graduate-level research in the broad discipliréers

comprising the field of dose response with its student awarcfhe Food/Water Safety Risk Specialty Group (FWSRSG)

program. The winner will be selected from a group of Vel organized to focus on the particular risk analysis issues

strong submissions and will receive reasonable travel costs ;
) . . . . and challenges posed by hazards in the food and water con-

to the national meeting and a waiver for registration fees. . . )
sumed by humans and animals. Of primary concern are bio-

Exposure Assessment Specialty Group logical, chemical, and physical hazards that are naturally
Susan Flack, Chair occurring or result from substances intentionally or unin-
tentionally added during production or processing (for ex-
The Exposure Assessment Specialty Group (EASG) hafiple, pesticides and food additives) and drinking water
been busy preparing for the upcoming SRA 2003 Annugikinfectants.
Meeting in Baltimore. The EASG is organizing symposia The FWSRSG has had a busy year planning events for
on the Voluntary Children’s Chemical Evaluation Progragie upcoming SRA meetings in Baltimore. The theme for
(VCCEP), Expert Judgment, Value of Information, Occuhis year's annual meeting is “ Bridging Risk Divides” which
pational Exposure to Pesticides, and Bioavailability/Uptakgill highlight building links among risk disciplines. Keep-
The VCCEP symposium will include presentations on cofiirg within the theme, the FWSRSG is sponsoring several
pleted evaluations for four chemicals as examples of posia: (1) Genetically Modified Organisms: Assessment
challenges of conducting exposure assessments urgieenefits and Risks to Health and the Environment, (2)
VCCEP, and the integration of hazard and exposure infRfycotoxins: Risks, Regulations and Economic Impacts, and
mation for risk-based evaluations. The symposium on E®) Risk Assessment and Food Security. The FWSRSG is
pert Judgment includes presentations by eight internatigfso cosponsoring the symposium Pathogen Performance
ally recognized experts in subjective judgment elicitatiaftandards: Insights from Risk Assessment and Economics
methods for characterizing uncertainty in risk assessmegith the Economics and Benefits Analysis Specialty Group
Individual presentations on two-dimensional Monte Carghd a Symposium on |ntegrating Ep|dem|0|og|ca| Data into

analysis and on air toxics and residual risk are also planngk Assessments with the Dose Response Specialty Group.
The EASG is sponsoring a Student Research Paper Awangl you would like more information about the activi-

this year for the first time. A $500 travel award and a $1@@s of the FWSRSG, you may contact Cristina
cash award, including a conference fee waiver, will be prgcLaughlin at cmclaugh@cfsan.fda.gov, Greg Paoli at

sented to the author of the best student paper at the anggaloli@decisionalysis.com, or Peg Coleman at
meeting in December. Students with accepted abstrasés).coleman@fsis.usda.gov.

(which were due 20 May) were notified in July and must

submit a three to five-page extended abstract to the EASG

by 15 August to be considered for the award. Authors of a More in Baltimore
select number of extended abstracts will be asked to submi
a paper by 15 October for final consideration. To continue
funding of the annual EASG Student Research Paper Award,
the specialty group is requesting dues of $10 from all new
and renewing EASG members.

The EASG focuses on advancing the practice of expo-I B Mlmiasre's
sure assessment in risk analysis. Exposure assessment di ¥ sssss ...
scribes the magnitude and duration of contact with a chemi-
cal agent by populations varying in size and behaviors. e
EASG fosters communication and collaboration across .
multiple disciplines involved in exposure assessment re-
search and applications, including statistics, environmental
modeling, analytical chemistry, biochemical toxicology, and
physiology. Members’ interest areas include analysis of the
inherent uncertainty and variability of exposure and the Little Italy

impact of exposure assessments on regulatory policy. With over 20 restaurants in six square blocks,

If you would like more information about the activities 4 charming neighborhood of Little Italy is a
of the specialty group or the student paper award, pleasebasta—lover’s paradise

contact EASG Chair Susan Flack, email: sflack@ensr.com
or phone: 303-818-5118.

etings fellow SRA members.
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SRA Regulatory Risk Review

Measure for Measure

David Clarke, Ameri Chemistry C il . . .
avid iarke, American Lhemisity Louncl ecological condition of the United States. EPAs report

As a farewell gesture, outgoing EPA Administrator Gowavoids “grading” or comparing states, industries, or indus-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman released the U.S. Enviraimial sectors, though one can imagine that ultimately some
mental Protection Agency’s (EPAReport on the Environ- information entrepreneur might develop a “report card”
ment23 June. In theory, the report’'s environmental indicaemparing the performances of different states, industries,
tors could serve as the corn ecosystems, or what have you.
stone of a new system far. . . the report's environmental indicators could servan addition, EPASs report avoids
monitoring and reporting onas the cornerstone of a new system for monitoring angdata on program activities, the
the “state of the environment.’reporting on the “state of the environment.” notorious “bean counts” that
Using the data, EPA will “man have led critics to demand,
age for results"—that is, will try toneasurablyimprove “Don’ttell me what you're doing; tell me what results you're
the state of the environment. At least Whitman hopes sqroducing.” EPA's focus is strictly on what is happening in

Environmental indicators mark the latest attempt to frame ecosystems and in human health.
vironmental problems based more on facts than on sound biteResponding at the 23 June briefing to a reporter’s ques-
and fury. But, since facts rarely “speak for themselves,” evetian about why climate-change indicators were removed
successful environmental-indicators program will, like a sturépm the draft report, Gilman commented that EPA con-
schoonet, still have to navigate the shoals and pounding sudiofled it was better to deal with controversial debates over
interpretation, emphasis, and outrage. Yet, as a managementdtilate change in the context of interagency research ef-
indicators—whether environmental, economic, social, or eviemts that the Agency participates in. The climate-change
personal—have an objectivity that makes them look like an exaterial constituted approximately two pages no longer in
cellent guide, depending on how well they're designed and the report, Gilman said. EPA is forming a Science Advi-
ecuted. As always, a lot hangs on implementation. sory Board panel to review the document.

So what is this neWReport on the EnvironmehfThe draft  Describing the key challenges this ambitious effort faces,
report comes in two volumes—a general document descEfRA says, “We need agreement on an integrated set of indi-
ing EPA's proposed indicators of environmental conditionsators.” In other words, what does the public really want to
and a much larger technical document providing the refenow about environmental health? Economic health is
ences and supporting materials for each proposed indicatsdily evaluated through such indicators as unemployment
Unlike The State of the Nation’s Ecosysteareport on eco- rates, productivity levels, and the like. In addition, EPA sees
logical indicators The Heinz Center issued in September 20& need for improved data collection and analysis, “better
EPA's report includes both ecological and human health @ata to support better indicators,” and the need to make in-
dicators. EPA has posted both of its draft reports on ttlieators more understandable and usable. Lastly, “We need
Agency’s Web site (epa.gov/indicators) and plans to begitoebetter understand cause and effect,” EPA's Gilman says.
“public dialogue” on the indicators this fall. That last need has begun to seriously dog the Agency be-

During the well-attended press briefing to release the oause “managing for results” implies some ability to relate
port, Whitman noted that the Agency’s draft indicators shdaPA program actions (the independent variable) to changes
“real progress.” For instance, air pollution had declined 258 environmental conditions (the dependent variable). But,
over the past 30 years, even with large increases in the WBi®iously, the cause-effect links are not that clear cut. As
population, gross domestic product, and the number of migegne observers note, cleaner air may be the result of such
Americans drive their cars—all of which could increadactors as weather patterns or diminished economic activity.
emission levels. Last year, 94% of Americans received drirfer now, EPA will present the trend lines—for instance, the
ing water that meets health-based standards, a 15% incréagethat economic growth and the number of miles people
over the past decade. But, “There’s plenty of work leftdirive their cars have both grown, yet measurements of pol-
added Whitman, pointing out that 133 million Americansitants in the air have gone down. You draw the conclusions.
live in areas that at times have unhealthful air. For risk analysts, challenges will arise in trying to sort out

In stakeholder briefings EPA delivered prior to the reportighat measured conditions imply about risk levels.
release, EPAs Assistant Administrator for the Office of En- Yet, while the challenges are great, and past failures to
vironmental Information, Kim Nelson, and Assistant Addevelop environmental indicators might give rise to skepti-
ministrator/Science Advisor, Paul Gilman, described tleesm about this latest initiative, in the words of Shakespeare’s
report as a rigorously factual summary of what EPA cénicio, “Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good
currently say about specific environmental conditions. EPAige oft might win, by fearing to attempt.” Let’s attempt some
indicators fall into five issue areas: (1) cleaner air, (2) puggwod, and, if we're smart about it, before long we’ll be able
water, (3) better-protected land, (4) human health, and {&)measure how much we've won.

-
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SRR SRA-Europe

Andrea T. Thalmann, Information Officer

At the recent SRA-Europe (SRA-E) Executive Committee meeting held on 22 June 2003 in Brussels, important
issues such as the next SRA-E Congress in 2004 were deliberated and the newly elected President Dr. Peter Aller
was welcomed.

Other discussed issues were the Young Scientist Workshop about Natural Hazards in 2004 and a strategic Communica
tion Project of the SRA-E.

The SRA-E would like to express its gratitude to Dr. Peter M. Wiedemann (Programme Group MUT at the Research
Centre Juelich, Germany) as the outgoing President for his service and welcome Dr. Peter Allen as the new incoming
President. A short biographical sketch of Dr. Allen follows.

New President of the SRA-E Strategic Communication Project of the SRA-E

Peter Allen, PhD, is a social psychologist with a portfolio TO strengthen the role of SRA-E as policy adviser, the
of work on public perceptions of risks associated with mgxecutive Committee decided to place more emphasis on
jor industrial sites. This has included many internationgfategic communication. Therefore, the SRA-E intends to
projects, such as assessing public juda- produce a communication about new
ments on the siting of hazardous cher emerging risk issues in Europe. These is-
cal industry installations, siting decisior sues will be collected by a delphi-survey
for nuclear waste, and responses to the among SRA-E members and will be dis-
cident at the Chernobyl power plant. cus;ed |n.the SRA-E intranet. Bringing the

He has also conducted research and i various viewpoints of the SRA-E mem-
lished in areas relating to organization | bers together, the SRA-E can identify a
issues in the manufacturing sector and list of strategic issues. Each SRA-E mem-
the United Kingdom health service ar ber is entitled to make proposals. Such ac-
has been consultant to UK Health Autho|. tivities will facilitate making SRA Europe
ties. He has also developed projects on more visible and to provide long-term le-
contribution of risk perception to healt gitimization. Further information will be
promotion and AIDS. e found soon on the SRA-E site (http://

Allen has been associated with the SRy Www.sraeurope.org).

E for many years, having attended the fi .
meeting which set up the European Sec* : Next SRA-E Congress in 2004

tion. He is a member of the European As- SRA-E President Peter Allen The next SRA-E Congress 2004 is
sociation of Experimental Social Psychol- planned to be held in the Swiss RE cen-
ogy and the British Psychological Society and he sits &t for global dialogue in Rueschlikon, which is located
the UK Society for Radiological Protection Public Corear the town of Zurich in Switzerland. Under the topic
munications Committee. He has helped organize severalRisk as a Business: On the Way to Private-Public Part-
ternational conferences and workshops and, since 1990, efship,” the following issues will be addressed: visions
raised funding for 11 major risk-related research projectld strategic goals of doing business in the risk fields,
Since that time he has been pursuing developments inRB&ners and partnership in the risk business, new risks—
application of social psychology, for example, adapting thew business fields, efficiency, legitimacy, and acceptance
techniques of structural modeling to study risk perceptiggsues, models, and tools.

and health-related behaviors. Radiation protection in the

Chernobyl-affected areas provides an example of the ap- Young Scientist Workshop in March 2004

proach which is based on first explicating the social sci-Under the topic Natural Hazards, SRA-E and the alps-
ence elements of what is, otherwise, a technically basgehter for Natural Hazard Management (Innsbruck, Aus-
policy. The end point has been development of decisidria) are organizing a Young Scientist Workshop 4-6 March
aiding techniques for policy makers that are explicitly irf2004 in Galtir, Tyrol, Austria. The SRA-E and the alps-
tended to include social science perspectives and data.Centre for Natural Hazard Management invite young sci-

For many years Allen has worked closely with colleaguestists to present results of their work regarding natural haz-
in industry and with regulators seeking to improve safetyds. The SRA-E offers for each attendee a travel stipend
and risk regulation policy with insights from research conductit travel expenses. Further, theurnal for Risk Research
within the university sector. As president he will seek to encourill award the best paper. Proposals can be submitted till 1
age membership in the Society and to facilitate the organizatidctober 2003. Detailed information can be obtained under
of the next two annual conferences of the European Sectiomvww.alps-gmbh.com/young_scientist_workshop.
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SRR Chapter News
Research Triangle Chapter We would like to invite all interested individuals to visit
R. Woodrow Setzer, Jr., Chair our Web site at http://www.sra.org/ncc for announcements

] ] of new events.
The Research Triangle Chapter of the Society for Risk

Analysis (RTC-SRA) recently sponsored a mini-sympo- Southern California Chapter
sium, “Acute Exposure Guideline Methodology,” 5 June ahna Oleszyk, President

the CIIT Centers for Health Research in Research Trianglq_he Southern California Chapter (SCSRA) held it§ 16

Park, North Carolina. George Woodall of the U.S. Environ- ) .
tal Protection A EPA k “Devel ! nual MgetlngANorkshop on 15 May 2003 at thg Umvey-
mental Protection Agency ( ) spoke on “Developme ty of California, Los Angeles. “Risk Based Public Deci-

and Uses of Acute Reference Values”; Ken Brown of Kbirte o . . .
spoke on “An Integrated Benchmark Dose for Acute aﬁ&)n-Maklng was the theme of this meeting reflecting the

Short-Term Exposure using EPAs CatReg Program”; aHSnd tqward .applying t.he risk-oriented concepts and tools
Will Boyes of EPA spoke on “Use of Pharmacokinetit® public decision making and risk managemérnas a

Models as an Alternative to Haber's-Based Adjustment¥ery informative gnd educa}tional d.ay of presentations qnd
/namic discussions covering the fields of Aerospace Risk,

The symposium was well attended and included a few %valth and Accidental Risk, and Management of Security

teners via conference line. Slides from the talks are avaif

able at our Web site, http://www.rtc-sra.org. ulnerabilities. . .
This year, RTC-SRA is experimenting with using the minj- The excellent group of speakers and panelists discussed

symposium format, two or three related talks over abdf} ©OPICS of current interest and concern to our members,
two hours, as an alternative to single-speaker seminars. Sif{ge/€Sults of a recently completed Chemical Safety Board

: : B) investigation on a major chlorine rail car release pre-
the geographic area covered by our chapter is large rela .
to convenience of transportation, often a single speake ted by the CSB member, John Bresland; Updates on the

not a sufficient enticement for people to break up their wor, k Management ngrams by an Envwonme_ntal Prptec-
g_n Agency representative from Region IX, Mike Ardito;

day. We are hoping that, perhaps, the rewards of a m ; > : o
symposium will be sufficient incentive to get people out ecurity VuInerablll'ty Assessments at Ch_emlcal Facilities
their offices! Our next symposium is planned for the fall. y B'”.KO(.:h from Alr Produc_ts and Chemicals; gnd water
agencies insight on health risk of perchlorates in drinking
Northern California Chapter water and recently implemented methods of water supply
Greg Brorby, President system protection, just to name a few.

] , , . We were very pleased to have John Bresland as the key-
The Northern California Chapter of the Society for Riskote juncheon speaker to address the role of the Chemical

Analysis (NCCSRA) cohosted a seminar with the Northegety and Hazard Investigation Board in investigation and
California Society of Toxicology on “Current Topics in Canyrevention of chemical accidents.

cer Research” in June. The event, held at the Faculty Cluf; e May 2003 annual business meeting, the outgoing
at the University of California, Berkeley (UC Berkeley)president, Mohan Balagopalan of South Coast Air Quality
featured four distinguished local scientists addressing ﬁ]ﬁnagement District (SCAQMD), passed on the gavel to
epidemiology of cancer clusters and safety assessmenpiney officers: Anna Olekszyk of the Los Angeles Fire
the development of anticancer drugs. Dr. Patricia A. Bufflgsenartment, President; Paul Beswick of the Metropolitan
dean emerita and Professor of Epidemiology at the Water District, President-elect; Pierre Sycip of the
Berkeley School of Public Health, discussed molecular aﬁ@AQMD, Secretary; Linda Basillo of SCAQMD, Trea-
environmental studies of childhood leukemia and alter%rer; Yi-Chia Choa of SCAQMD, Councilor; and John
tive approaches to cancer cluster investigations. Dr. Scanjgtliuk of the Torrance Fire Department, Councilor.

L@n Gomez, an epidemiologist with the Nprthern Califor- During the 2003-2004 activity year, the SCSRA is plan-
nia Cancer Center, addressed the evaluation of cancer ¢l 1o continue its traditional dinner meetings to cover the
cemns in the Greater Bay Area, focusing on breast cancegifrent issues or emerging risk problems, as well as the
Marin County. Ms. Theresa Reynolds, Senior Director @fynyal Workshop in May. The half-day Chemical Facility
Toxicology and Immunohistochemistry at Protein Desigfiecyrity Vulnerability Assessment Workshop, cosponsored

Labs, discussed challenges in the nonclinical developmgpthe Risk Management Professionals, is proposed for the
of biotechnology-derived therapeutics for oncology. Finallyy)| of 2003.

Dr. Nancy Turner, Senior Scientist of Toxicology at Chiron tpe Chapter will resume publishing its quarterly news-
Corporation, addressed the safety assessment of small 'I%‘Pt'ér,RISK Resourcesupported by the efforts of the mem-

ecule cancer chemotherapeutics. bers who contribute articles and news of potential interest.

To become a member of the NCCSRA, please contacge fyrther information on the SCSRA activities, please
Secretary Kassandra Tzou at 925-296-8023 gt WWW.Sa.0rg/scc.

TzouKH@cdm.com.
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New England Chapter Investigating Environmental Exposures and Autoimmune
Susan Matkoski, Newsletter Coordinator Disease.” In 1998 South Boston residents contacted the Mas-

sachusetts Department of Public Health with concerns over
The New England Chapter welcomed four speakers drseemingly alarming number of patients with scleroderma

May and June: Dr. Susan Santos and Dr. Robert Corell g0y gL E (systemic lupus erythematosus) in their commu-
14 May, Dr. Aparna Koppikar on 21 May, and Theresgiy, The primary aim of the South Boston Scleroderma and
Cassidy on 11 June. . _ , Lupus Study is to determine whether there is an increased
_ Dr. Susan L. Santos, an internationally recognized ex ngalence of scleroderma (systemic sclerosis) in South
in risk communication, founder and principal of FOCUBqston and, secondly, to investigate potential etiologic fac-
GROUP, discussed risk communication as it relates to megfs including environmental factors, that may be contrib-
cally unexplained symptoms (MUS) and, in particular, rgging to the occurrence of the disease in this community.
search results on environmental risk communication afiflis presentation discussed the rationale and methodology
its applicability to MUS. Santos’ primary research in risseq for the study as well as the environmental exposures
communication has focused on the exposures and riskijgger investigation.

lated concerns of veterans and deployed soldiers. Additional information on several of the above-described

Dr. Robert Corell, Senior Research Fellow in the Belfer Cegks and those of other speakers can be found on our Web
ter for Science and International Affairs of the Kennedy Schqge - WWW.Sra-ne.org.

of Government at Harvard University and a Senior Fellow at
the Atmospheric Policy Program of the American Meteoro- SRA-NE Membership
logical Society, gave a talk on “Vulnerability: Methods and
Models for Science and Sustainability.” He discussed the vulOur officers would like to hear from members of the Na-
nerability framework for the assessment of coupled humaional SRA who live in New England so that we can com-
environment systems, illustrating two cases, the indigenonanicate with, and plan activities for, all New England
communities in the Arctic and in the context of harnessingembers. In the past, activities have been centered in Bos-
science and technology for sustainable development. ton, Massachusetts, but we would like to sponsor some
Dr. Aparna M. Koppikar, Medical Officer/Epidemiolo-events in other areas of New England as well. To do that,
gist, Quantitative Risk Methods Group, NCEA-W, Officeve need to know where interested members are!! Please
of Research and Development/U.S. Environmental Protsend an email to Karen Vetrano or Marion Harnois
tion Agency, discussed the Agency'’s plan for reevaluati(@arion.harnois@worldnet.att.net) so that we can include
the health assessment of asbestos. The talk was very ya@ll on the mailing list for upcoming activities. You may
attended. Koppikar presented the current asbestos-relatisd keep in touch with SRA-NE news and events by visit-
issues, new information regarding those issues, and iing our Web site: www.sra-ne.org.
Agency’s proposed plan for the Health Assessment of AsMembership is not necessary for attendance at meetings
bestos for the Integrated Risk Information System (IRISand activities, but if you wish to support the Chapter as a
Theresa Cassidy, Director of the Community Assessmemtmber, contact Secretary Karen Vetrano (860-298-6351,
Program at the Massachusetts Department of Public He&ltetrano@trcsolutions.com) or Treasurer Arlene Levin
presented “The South Boston Scleroderma and Lupus Stydg.1-674-7369, Arlene.Levin@erg.com).

More in Baltimore

Chesapeake Bay
With the Chesapeake Bay at Baltimore’s
doorstep, it's only a short leap from the wa-
ter to mouth-watering—from crab imperial
to crab cakes. Savor the succulent catch of
the Bay and the world’s oceans in one of
Baltimore’s famous seafood restaurants. For
a real Baltimore adventure, roll up your
sleeves and crack into a Baltimore treasure—
steamed crabs.
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SRA News and Announcements

Probabilistic Risk Assessment Program These urgent tasks concern experts both in the field of
risk analysis and those whose activity is directly connected
Are you ready to take your risk analysis skills to the neyjth the protection of the environment, health, and social
level? Then come to Boston 30 September-3 October 2@@2urity of the population.
for the program Probabilistic Risk Analysis: AssessmeRtproposed sessions for the Workshop include the following:
Management, and Communication. Program Director andrhe general theory of modeling of developing systems,
SRA Councilor Kimberly M. Thompson says this will benathematical approaches for risk assessment, the theory of
an opportunity to learn the key elements of probabilisicision support systems, and methods of optimization of
risk assessment, management, and communication fronegBert systems.
outstanding faculty of nationally and internationally know& Medical, ecological, and social consequences of the
experts from relevant disciplines. Chernobyl accident (risk assessment of radiation effects on
Faculty will include George Apostolakis, Roberfmmune, endocrine, and other systems; radioecological
Buchanan, David Burmaster, Karl Dunwoody, Margonitoring; safety control of potentially dangerous objects;
Lipsitch, Kimberly Thompson, and David Vose. The prqyater and food-chain contamination; risk assessment of
gram is designed for professionals within medicine, gojiseases; reserve possibilities of human organisms; telecom-
ernment, industry, consulting groups, trade associatioffunication risk; airspace medicine; and the influence of
academia, law fil’ms, and other Organizations who Wantg@ess factors on Organisms’ medicaL and Computer tech-
advance their knowledge of probabilistic risk analysis. Thg|ogies).

four-day program will combine lectures, case examples, anfllanagement (assessment of efficacy of social policy, eco-

hands-on computer exercises. logical and technogenic safety control, transition econo-
Attendees will benefit by learning to: mies: pathways of integration in the European community,

* Critically review probabilistic risk assessments. ecology and military activities).

° DIStIthlSh Varlablllty and Uncertainty, partiCUlarly inthe Management of techn0|ogy and Safety qua"ty on poten-

context of risk management. tially dangerous objects.

* Evaluate the impacts of choices made to characterizedmartificial Intelligence Systems (systems of adaptation of

formation from data and experts. natural language, neuron network, expert systems, and sys-

* Explore the use of Bayesian methods in risk assessmeigs of automatic decision making).
* Communicate probabilistic risk assessment results. « Data protection (renewal of defective data).

Registered participants may obtain 2.5 continuing educathe official languages for the Workshop are English and
tion units which may be applied toward continuance of ceffyssian. Abstracts of communications (one page) should
fication with the Board of Certified Safety Professionals. be in Eng“sh Papers for pub“cation in the Proceedings

_For further program information phone 617-384-8692 @hould not exceed 10 pages, should be in English, and should
visit www.pracourse.harvard.edu. be submitted by 28 August 2003 to the Glushkov Institute
. of Cybernetics of the National Academy of Sciences of
Internatlona_l _qukshop on Probl_ems of Ukraine, Glushkov Prospekt 40, 03680 Kyiv, Ukraine. Email

Rehabilitation and Recreation can be directed to Dr. Vasyl M. Yanenko,
of the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone janintas@carrier.kiev.ua. Contacts may be made by phone:
+38 044) 2660289, (+38 044) 2662113 or fax: (+38 044)

60289. More information about the Workshop can be
und on the Glushkov Institute of Cybernetics of National

ademy of Sciences of Ukraine Web Site, http://
.In.com.ua/~janintas.

Problems of rehabilitation and recreation of the Cherno
Exclusion Zone will be the theme of the XXVI Internag,
tional Workshop on Modeling of Developing Systems
Analysis and Management of Ecological, Technogenic, an
Telecommunication Risks, to be held in memory of Victor
Glushkov in Kiev, Ukraine, 11-17 September 2003.

The Workshop, with its focus on the consequences of the Update your email information
Chernobyl 1986 nuclear reactor accident, will be devoted toThe Society for Risk Analysis will be sending members
* Developing measures and means for prevention and ligany important announcements by email. Please make sure
uidation of ecological and technogenic accidents. the Secretariat has your most current contact information.

* Developing appropriate software for control of ecologi- The Membership Directory is now online so you can check
cal, economic, technogenic, and sociogenic safety. your information at www.sra.org (click on Membership Di-

* Developing methods of risk assessment and occurreneetory). Make changes there or contact the Secretariat at
of various extreme situations (ES). SRA@Burkinc.com.

* Working out effective ways to prevent ES and to liqui- Paper copies of the Membership Directory will no longer
date the consequences of ES. be printed and mailed to members.




RISK newsletter Third Quarter 2003

15

Grant to Fund Educational Opportunities for African, Latino,
and Native American College Students in Risk Analysis
and Risk Management Disciplines

The Society for Risk Analysis

The Society for Risk Analysis (SRA) has received a $15,000 grant from the ExxonMobil Founda-
tion for the upcoming year to provide educational opportunities for African, Latino, and Native American
college students who are interested in pursuing one of the risk analysis and risk management disci-
plines. Potential students should be enrolled in a college or university program in biology, chemistry,
economics, psychology, geography, physics, environmental management, or other risk analysis-re-

lated disciplines. The competition for three student positions is open to all members of SRA.
If you are interested in hosting an intern, please contact Michael Greenberg, the SRA counc

| mem-

ber who worked with ExxonMobil to obtain the funding and who is administering the program for
SRA (phone: 732-932-0387, x673; email: mrg@rci.rutgers.edu). Dr. Greenberg will provide you with

the details and some examples. For example, last year an African American female student

worked

with Greenberg on a comparison of the legal restraints of redeveloping a Superfund site versus a

brownfield site. Laboratory projects in toxicology, field studies in epidemiology, water resou
environmental justice, ecological risk analysis, and many other projects are welcome.

rces,

We have sufficient funds to support three students, but we hope to increase the size of the funding so
that the Society can help increase the representation of African, Latino, and Native American popula-

tions in risk analysis and management.

Gra  Advertisements

AAAS Risk Policy Opportunities
in Washington, DC, 2004:05

‘iork with policymakers on the economic, envinonmeanta

ard hurnan health aspects of risk. Leam about sk analyses
at tederal agencies that use scienfists and enginesrs noreguiatory
decision-making. The AAAS Risk Policy Fellows in Haalth, Safety
and the Environmient Program provides one-year apporiumities
for scienbists and engineers to apply their scentific and technizal
inpul 1o issuss refaling bo risk, baginning in Seplember 2004,
Qualified Fellows serve in the U5, Department of Agricultune,
the Erviranmental Frofection Agency or the Food and Dnag
Administration. The stipend is 580,000,

The AAAS Risk Paolley Fellows Program |5 sponsonsd by
E the Amarican Association for the Advancemant of Science
(AAAS). I is desigrid o provide esch Fellow with 2 unigue pullic
policy leaming experience and to bing fechnical hackgrounds and
wxlarnal parspectives o decision-making in e U5, gowemmanl.
Apphcants must hae 3 Phid of a0 equivaient doctoral-evel degres
by the application deadline {January 10, 2004), Undemmepresentad
minarities and persors with disabilities are encouragesd o apply

Al

A

For mare Informtion;
Phone: 202/326-6700
£-mail; fellnwshipsiiaaas. ong

www.fellowships.aaas.org
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Camera-ready ads for the RIBKwsletteare accepted at a cost

of $250 for a 3.25-inch-wide by 3-inch-high box. The height g

fa

camera-ready ad may be increased beyond 3 inches at a cost of

$100 per inch.
The RISKnewsletteis published four times a year. Submit adv
tisements to the Managing Editor, with billing instructions, by
Decembefor the First Quarter issue (publisheatlyFebruary), 30
Marchfor the Second Quarter isswga(ly May), 30 Junefor the
Third Quarter issue (early August), and 3@teenber fothe Fourth
Quarter issue (early November). Send to Mary Walchuk, Mana

Editor, RISKnewsletter 115 Westwood Dr., Mankato, MN 56001;
emdil:

phone: 507-625-6142; fax: 507-625-1792;
mwalchuk@hickorytech.net.
To place an employment ad on the Web site, fill out the on

submittal form at www.sra.org/opptys.php. To place other ad

er-

30

ging

ine
S on

the Web site contact the SRA Webmaster at webmaster@sra.org.

Ads placed on the Web site will usually appear several days

after

receipt. For additional information see the Web site at www.sra/org/

policy.htm#events.
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RISK newsletteiis
published by the Society
for Risk Analysis

SRA

Genevieve S. Roessl|é&itor, gnrssir@frontiernet.net

RISK newsletter Deadline
and Publication Schedule

We invite submissions from all SRA mem-

Mary A. Walchuk Managing Editor mwalchuk@hickorytech.net bers on risk-related and SRA-related tOpiCS.

Sharon R. HebEditorial Associate

Gail CharnleyAssociate Editor,
charnley@healthriskstrategies.com

David Clarke Contributing Editor,
david_clarke@americanchemistry.com

Society Officers:

Bernard D. GoldsteirRresident
goldstein@gsphdean.gsph.pitt.edu

Caron Ches®resident-electChess_C@aesop.Rutgers.edu

Michael DoursonSecretarydourson@tera.org

Leslie J. Hushkalreasurer leslie.j.hushka@exxonmobil.com

Richard BelzerPast Treasurerbelzer@regulatorycheckbook.org

Robin CantorPast President;obin_cantor@lecg.com

Members of SRA Council:

Ann Bostrom, ann.bostrom@pubpolicy.gatech.edu
Jack Fowle, IlI, fowle.jack@epamail.epa.gov
Charles N. Haas, haas@drexel.edu

Steven Lewis, steven.c.lewis@exxonmobil.com
Lorenz Rhomberg, LRhomberg@ GradientCorp.com
Kimberly Thompson, KimT@hsph.Harvard.edu
Wendy Wagner, WWagner@mail.law.utexas.edu
Peter M. Wiedemann, p.wiedemann@fz-juelich.de
Jonathan B. Wiener, wiener@law.duke.edu

Secretariat:Richard J. Burk Jr., Executive Secretary, Society for
Risk Analysis, 1313 Dolley Madison Blvd., Suite 402, McLean,
VA 22102; phone: 703-790-1745; fax: 703-790-2672;

email: SRA@Burklinc.com

Publications Chair:Robin Cantor, phone: 202-466-4422,
fax: 202-466-4487, email: robin_cantor@lecg.com

Newsletter ContributionsSend to Mary Walchuk, Managing
Editor, RISKnewslettey 115 Westwood Dr., Mankato, MN
56001; phone: 507-625-6142; fax: 507-625-1792;

email: mwalchuk@hickorytech.net

Address Change8end to SRA@Burkinc.com

SOCIETY FOR RISK ANALYSIS
1313 Dolley Madison Blvd., Suite 402
McLean, VA 22101

Second Quarter
Third Quarter

Fourth Quarter

August 1

Deadline for RISK newsletter
Submissions
Information to be included in thHeourth Quar-

ter 2003SRA RISKnewsletterto be mailed early
November, should be sent to Mary Walchuk, RIS
newsletterManaging Editor (115 Westwood Dr|
Mankato, MN 56001; phone: 507-625-6142; fa
507-625-1792; email: mwalchuk@hickorytech.n
no later thar20 September

VD)

D

K

Society for Risk Analysis Web Site
WWW.Sra.org

PRESORTED
STANDARD
US POSTAGE PAI

PERMIT NO 289

ROCHESTER MN

i

Please send submissions to the address listed
in the box below. Our publication and dead-
line schedule for the year follows:

September 20 ... November 1

t)




